viii + 94; illustrated. 21s.) London: Longmans, 1960. IN the author's preface to this book it is stated 'written primarily for students and general practitioners of both medicine and dentistry.' With this proviso, one will understand why the introductory physiology and pharmacology occupy only seventeen pages of the book. To summarise such important basic data in this space is a very difficult task and in this Dr. Walsh has been very successful. One might criticise his chapter on pharmacology as he gives all the details of the drugs and then, when they are mentioned later in the text, he reiterates his summary of their actions. This unnecessary repetition appears on more than one occasion. It is appropriate that on the subject of dental anesthesia almost as much space should be devoted to the section on apparatus as that which deals with the basic principles of physiology and pharmacology. However, the author has assumed that all dental anisthetists will have an intermittent flow apparatus at their disposal and, while this does apply frequently when anesthetics are given in dental surgeries, it does not always apply to hospital practice where ordinary non-anesthetic personnel may have to use the standard Boyle's machine. The limitations of this machine for dental anxsthesia are adequately pointed out, but little
attempt is made to suggest how the machine can be used should there be no alternative piece of equipment available.
By far the largest portion of this book deals with the use of nitrous oxide and oxygen and with adjuvant drugs where these are necessary. This section is very clearly written and should be of great value to occasional ana!sthetists. Consultants may take exception to the technique which somewlhat resembles that of "do-it-yourself." However much one may dislike this approach, it must be realised that there is little alternative for the occasional anaxsthetist and for the general practitioner who has to give the majority of dental anesthetics which are administered in this country.
The author, quite rightly, mentions and elaborates in some detail the conditions where he thinks that anxsthesia should not be administered in the dental chair and where hospitalisation and, possibly, full general anesthesia should be used. The reviewer feels that, if his advice were taken more frequently, there would be fewer accidents in dental anxsthesia administered in the dentists' surgery. The limitations which this type of anisthesia imposes are many and the author of this book has surely done a great service in emphasising this point.
The author proceeds to give a section at the back on administration of anesthetics for major dental surgery. It is not possible to deal with this subject in a book such as this one and, while much wise advice is given, it must, of necessity, be "do-it-yourself" techniques and these are not suitable for the major dental cases and plastic surgery of the jaws and fractured mandibles which are described. It will be noted that the preface of the book states it is "for the trainee specialist anesthetist whose opportunities to gain experience are . . . limited." It is felt that the last two chapters of the book, dealing as they do with major ana2sthesia in the operating theatre, would be better omitted.
This book, undoubtedly, fills a great need for the general practitioner and the occasional anssthetist whose only contact with the unconscious patient may be in the dental chair.
The style of writing is easy to follow and the book is well illustrated. Provided it does not lead the occasional anzsthetist into a sense of false security, wherein he may try to cope with the more major problems which are discussed in the book, it can be recommended for general practitioners and dentists alike. New chapters on the physiology of the placenta and the adaptation of the foetus from intrauterine to extrauterine life are valuable and welcome additions. There are many gaps to be filled in the knowledge of placental physiology but the new chapter tackles the subject very well and includes much information of great practical value. The reader will also appreciate how much remains to be discovered and that only by further research into placental physiology will some of the causes of stillbirth be revealed.
Perinatal mortality is mainly influenced by the intrauterine environment, by the stress of labour, and by the immediate adaptation from intrauterine to extrauterine life. An excellent account of this adaptation is given in a new chapter and the application of physiological principles to the resuscitation of the newborn has rationalized many of the methods.
The chapter on the physiology of pregnancy in the first edition has not been included, but the subject matter has been added to the appropriate chapters. While this leads to much searching for information in different parts of the book, it has made the individual chapters on such subjects as cardiac disease much more complete by commencing with a full and accurate account of the relevant physiology.
The account of normal pregnancy and labour are excellent and newer studies on uterine action, normal and abnormal, have been incorporated.
There is a growing tendency to omit vaginal examination as part of ante-natal supervision, and the reviewer is pleased to note that this authoritative book categorically states that this should always be m,ade. Younger (and some older) obstetricians please note! The bulk of the book deals with abnormal midwifery and a very full and accurate account is given of the many problems, suppqrted by a comprehensive and up-to-date bibliography. Much of the confusion regarding the atiology of pre-eclampsia has been dispelled in the excellent section on tox:mias of pregnancy and, wisely, only relevant theories and established facts are presented.
Some very interesting advances in the atiology and classification of contracted pelvis are presented and the Caldwell and Moloy classification of "normal" pelvic variations has been rightly criticized.
The operation of symphysiotomy is not widely practised in the United Kingdom but, should any obstetrician wish guidance regarding the technique, a simple and relatively safe method is fully described.
In a short review it is quite impossible to do full justice to every section of the book. There are a few minor points regarding treatment with which some obstetricians would disagree, but the recommended management of the different complications are thoroughly sound and represent the view of the great majority of British obstetricians.
British Obstetric Practice has achieved its purpose in providing a complete and authoritative account of obstetrics. It can be thoroughly recommended to all practitioners and obstetricians, and will be of especial value to those preparing for higher qualifications in obstetrics.
